EU LIFE

Yelkouan Shearwater

PROJECT

Seabird Guide for
Fishermen

Seabirds have kept fishermen company at sea for generations, but some of the populations around the
Maltese Islands are declining, especially shearwaters. The EU LIFE Yelkouan Shearwater Project is working
with fishermen to try to reduce this decline - you can help by letting us know if you accidentally catch
or find birds either dead or alive at sea.

Here's how to identify some of the common seabirds in Maltese waters so you can let us know what you find.
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Yelkouan

Shearwaters:

34 - 39 cm in length
Wing span: 78 - 90 cm
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Smaller, dark beak Smaller, darker hird, head lower to
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Cory's
Shearwaters:

45 - 46 cm in length
Wing span: 112 - 126 cm

Large yellow beak Larger, paler bird, sitting upright
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Black-headed Gull
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ALL THESE BIRDS ARE PROTECTED SPECIES AND CANNOT BE SHOT, KILLED OR KEPT IN CAPTIVITY.

The Yelkouan Shearwater Project is a part EU LIFE funded partner initiative with: Co-funded by:







